
Three statements about Methodism going forward: 

From UMC Next  Gathering in Kansas City: (https://umcnext.com/) 

We believe these commitments are essential to a hope-filled future for the 

global Methodist movement as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world:  

• We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a 

Wesleyan vision of Christianity, anchored in scripture and informed by 

tradition, experience and reason as we live a life of personal piety and 

social holiness.  

• We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward 

all people and build a church which affirms the full participation of all 

ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual 

orientations, and abilities.  

• We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as 

inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist its 

implementation.  

• We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions 

and penalties in the Discipline regarding LGBTQ persons.  We affirm the 

sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and commit to being 

in ministry together.  

From Our Movement Forward Summit in Minnesota (https://tinyurl.com/OMF-Proc) 

Theologically-Prophetic Vision—Embracing a theologically-prophetic vision 
means that we will not remain silent or complicit in the face of adversity and 
evil; rather we will call out the unholy so that we can live into a wholly sacred 
place. 

Intersectional Justice—We call attention to the interlocking nature of 
systemic oppression and the ways life at the intersections shapes the realities 
of the most marginalized among us. Going forward, we seek a new expression 
of Methodism that is with - not about - those at the margins. 

Radical Solidarity—We lift up radical solidarity as a way of being in 
communion with one another that represents our shared resurrected reality. 
Radical solidarity is a responsibility rooted in our mutual connection and 
interdependence. In the same way that Jesus laid down his life for ours, we 



are called to lay down our lives for our spiritual siblings. Radical solidarity 
calls for those who live at the privileged center to joyfully move to the 
margins. 

Beloved Community—We value a beloved community that strives for 
liberation in its vision, structures, and processes but most importantly in our 
relationships with each other. We acknowledge our own imperfections, and 
we know that we will fall short of these shared visions for the kin-dom of God 
we seek to co-create. Our vision is one of a “reality-based hope” rooted in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

From Creating a Future with Hope (https://tinyurl.com/y655znlr) 

We welcome to our fellowship all those who love and wish to serve Christ and 
those who long to be a part of a global Christian community committed to 
compassion, equality, and justice. These theological and practical 
commitments are deeply grounded in Wesley’s admonitions, preserved 
within our General Rules, to do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God. 

  
We recognize that moving collectively towards being a Church that fully 
accepts, affirms and supports LGBTQ people may take more time than is fair 
or just. Accordingly, during this interim period and with a sense of urgency, 
we are committed to exploring all options, including the revision of current 
Book of Discipline-mandated policies, structures, and relationships, to 
permit clergy, congregations, and annual conferences to enter into interim 
affiliate relationships with those at similar stages in their journey towards 
affirmation and inclusion -- no matter their geographical location. 

 
We are open to exploring new forms of Methodism that incorporate centrists, 
progressives, and all other United Methodists who embrace the principles 
contained in this statement. We acknowledge that even when the Traditional 
Plan and the previous restrictive language and penalties are removed from 
the Discipline, hearts and minds still will need to be changed to move to 
increased understanding and acceptance of LGBTQ people. This will require 
open and frank dialogue, additional education and resources about human 
sexuality, and last but not least, the Spirit’s guidance. 
 
Empowered by the creating, redeeming, and sanctifying love of God, we will 
not rest until we bring about a Church that is open to every person seeking a 
relationship with Christ and to live in justice and peace with others: 
“Whosoever will, may come. And whosoever will, let that one drink of the 
water of life freely.” (Rev. 22:17b) 


